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Aloha and Happy 
New Year!

Thank you for your 
trust in electing 
me to serve as 
your Commodore.  
When embarking 
on any new 
undertaking, I find 

it helpful to begin with the end in mind.  
Visualizing the club in December of this 
year, I’d like to see:
•	 New members enjoying upgraded 

facilities and taking advantage of 
improved club amenities alongside 
our existing members.  

•	 Trophies with new plaques 
representing regattas won by our 
exceptional sailors and paddlers. 

•	 Well-read Windward Beats filled 
with stories of member’s adventures 
out on the water.  

•	 A healthy balance sheet with 
financial reserves that continue 
growing each month. 

•	 And a deep bench of engaged 
members serving on our important 
committees – forming a pipeline of 
future club leadership for years to 
come!

We’re not into fair winds and following 

Onboard to serve. From left to right: R/C Sail James Ramsey, R/C Power Gary Evoniuk, General 
Manager Dennis Conneally, Vice Commodore Peter Rudlowski, and Treasurer Brian Goldstein 
(photo by Commodore Mike Buelsing) enjoying a Friday night race onboard Ramsey’s J105 “Zephyr”

seas just yet, but we are fortunate 
to be starting this year with several 
advantages:
•	 A great group of board members 

and committee chairs representing 
a balance of younger folks with 
fresh ideas complemented by 
those with extensive experience 
and knowledge of club history and 
management.

•	 A world-class GM who at this 
point has the benefit of having 
experienced each of our numerous 
unique club events.

•	 An opportunity to rebuild the 
reserves with the anticipated one-
time proceeds from the Employee 
Retention Credit (see note above 

about our world-class GM!)
•	 The completed implementation 

of our new NorthStar club 
management software.  Note that 
this required a huge effort on our 
staff’s part last year, but it’s up and 
running, and the final features will be 
getting rolled out shortly.

Now, with lots to do, and only six months 
until the start of TransPac, it’s time to get 
back to work!

Aloha,

Mike Buelsing
Commodore 2025
commodore@waikikiyachtclub.com

To foster a better, more united community in the Club, we 
would like to encourage everyone to help spotlight members 
who have contributed to the success of our Club. This is open 
to new members and those long tenured. The column will be 
titled “Meet the Faces of Our Club.”

So many of us have made positive contributions to the 

Club and by bringing attention to these stories and 
accomplishments it will reinforce the wonderful spirit and 
camaraderie in our Club. We’d like to start in February 2025. 
Please send a quick narrative of no more than 200 words and 
hi-res picture to communications@waikikiyachtclub.com  

		  ~ Your communications staff

Commodore’s 
Comments
Commodore Mike Buelsing



From the 
Foredeck
Rear Commodore for Sail James Ramsey

Happy New Year, 
I hope everyone 
is excited for 
the 2025 sailing 
season! I’m 
grateful and 
excited for the 
opportunity to 
serve the Waikiki 
Yacht Club as 

the 2025 Rear Commodore for Sail. 
This month’s focus will be on creating 
more access to Friday night sailing 

Hau’oli Makahiki 
Hou Paddlers, 
Motorboaters 
and Sailors!  
	
This last year has 
been one of trials 
and tribulations, 
lows and highs, 
culminating in the 

most well attended Annual General 
Membership meeting I can remember 
in my last 27 years at the club.  One 
could really tell from the speeches, that 
our membership is very passionate 
about Our club.  

The start of a New Year is the perfect 
opportunity to look ahead and plan 
what we hope to accomplish in the 
new year. With that in mind, our new 
Commodore Mike Buelsing, held 
a Friday night sailing gathering for 
all the new board members aboard 
James Ramsey's Zephyr to build 
team cohesion. While aboard, not 
only did we enjoy a great sail, but we 
also started to talk about our shared 
vision of what might be accomplished 
in 2025. What emerged was a clear 
vision for a club that is fiscally sound, 
with increased membership and a 
dedication to continue the work on 
the myriads of projects to improve our 
facilities. We are planning a paddling 
outing and a motorboat outing for 
the board to further strengthen and 
solidify our team resolve, and to build 
unity with all our stakeholders. 

Further, I would like to thank the 
outgoing board, our incredible 
staff and all the members who have 
contributed their time, energy, and 
creativity in 2024. It is absolutely this 
remarkable Ohana that makes the 
Waikiki Yacht Club so special.  

Finally, I am honored to be elected 
as your vice Commodore. The vice 
commodore position is the chair 
of the Operations Committee. 
The Operations Committee meets 
once monthly with each one of the 
subcommittees. The commodore and I 

Vice 
Commodore’s 
Notes
Vice Commodore Peter Rudlowski

will be recruiting many club members, 
to volunteer their time, brainpower and 
passion to building the club that we 
envision. We have many committees 
that anyone can join. This is your 
chance to bring your talents to the 
service of the club and to become 
involved in steering the club. If you 
would like to volunteer, please feel 
free to email me with your interests, or 
stop me at the club and let me know. 
Also, I would like to invite all members 
to the  Operations Meetings and 
Board Meetings. They are open to ALL 
members, and we value your input.  

Mahalo,
Peter Rudlowski
WYC Vice Commodore
vicecommodore@waikikiyachtclub.com
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and increasing this year’s regatta 
participation.

Friday night sailing is a terrific way 
to end a busy work week but it’s 
not possible to sail without a boat, 
skipper, crew. There are multiple 
vessels at WYC that routinely 
participate on Fridays with room for 
more and I encourage boat owners 
who have not previously or don’t 
currently participate to consider 
joining. There are multiple skippers 
who regularly race Fridays and they 
are good resources if you need to 
find crew or just have questions 
about how to get your own program 
started. As someone who put a 
program together for the first time 

in 2023, I know firsthand how helpful 
they are.

Participation in the 2024 regatta 
season was a mixed bag with some 
having fifteen boats across three 
classes (X, A, and B) while others 
were struggling to get five. Many 
factors contribute to participation 
level including weather, schedule 
awareness, and crew availability. 
While we can’t control the weather, 
we can control the other two. The 
2025 HYRA racing calendar will be 
finalized in early February and will 
be posted in the club and online for 
all to review. I also implore that all 
skippers sign up as early as possible 
because it eases the planning burden 

on the host club and allows for better 
post racing parties. Crew availability 
can be improved upon through early 
awareness of the schedule and earlier 
signups by skippers. Friday night 
participation is also a pathway to 
increase the number of skilled sailors 
within our club.

If anyone has questions about Friday 
night sailing or the upcoming regatta 
season, please reach out. Email works 
well but I’m at the club regularly and 
happy to talk in person so I can put 
a face to the name.  Thank you again 
for trusting me to be our 2025 Rear 
Commodore for Sail, I look forward to 
seeing everyone at the club and on 
the water.

Food 
and Beverage 

Hours
 MONDAY

Closed

TUESDAY, WEDNESDAY 
AND THURSDAY

Liquor Service: 11:00 am - 9:00 pm 
Lunch Service: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Appetizers: 2:00 pm - Close
Dinner Service: 5:00 pm - 8:30 pm

 
FRIDAY

Liquor Service: 11:00 am - 10:00 pm 
Lunch Service: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Appetizers: 2:00 pm - Close 
Dinner Service: 5:00 pm - 9:00 pm 

SATURDAY 
Liquor Service: 11:00 am - 9:00 pm 
Lunch Service: 11:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Appetizers: 2:00 pm - Close 
Dinner Service: 5:00 pm - 8:30 pm

SUNDAY
Liquor Service: 10:00 am - 6:00 pm 

Kitchen Service: 10:30 am - 5:00 pm 

Reservations are encouraged in the 
Dining Room for dinner on Friday and 

brunch on Sunday. 
 

Wharf reservations are no longer 
required. Seating is now first come, 

first serve at these tables.
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We are excited to 
share the rolling 
out of our new 
NorthStar club 
software system 
which is being 
implemented in 
several phases. 
On December 
1st, we went live 

with “Phase One” including member 
billing, accounts receivable and 
payable as well as our Point-of-Sale 
system in the dining room and bar. 
YES, we are now using those funny 
iPad tablets in the dining room and 
YES, you need to sign the tablets when 
closing your bill, but this enables us to 
track member trends, capture much 
needed data for galley sales and food 
reports as well as tracking member 
usage for efficiency and planning. 

Phase Two begins January 7th  with 
the launch of our new website and 
enhanced communications capabilities.  
You can now make reservations online 
for all Club events as well as dining 
room reservations. Our “Online 
Boatique” goes live this month but we 
ask that you give us a little time to load 
all the pictures, pricing and inventories 
of each product offered. 

February 1st, we plan to launch our 
very own WYC Mobile App with all the 
bells and whistles allowing full access 
to everything WYC. From checking 
balances to making payments, 
reservations, signing up for club 
activities, all of this will be done from 
the convenience of your mobile phone. 

The final phase (March 1st) will be 
the implementation of our new key 
card access and club security. This 
will take the longest time to roll out 
because once we flip the switch on 
the changeover date, all current 
access cards will be cut off and only 
the new cards will work. This includes 
the parking lot, walk-through gates 
and all access points into the Club. 
The new cards will be encrypted and 
cannot be duplicated or transferred. ID 
photos will be requested, which helps 
in several ways, by adding another 

General Manager’s Message
Dennis Conneally

layer of security for the members and 
by helping the staff with member 
photos which help to minimize billing 
mistakes. 

Beginning this month with your 
January statement, the Club will 
be reactivating the “Credit Card 
Convenience Fee” that we used to 
charge for credit card transactions 
but stopped several years back.  The 
Club pays more than $80,000 each 
year in fees to the various credit card 
companies, so this one small cost 
savings measure will have a significant 
impact. A 4% convenience fee will 
be seen on every receipt for each 
transaction going forward.  The board 
of directors and membership at large 
appreciate your understanding. 

This month we say “Fair Winds and 
Following Seas” to Chef Shiloh Garcia 
who has led our galley crew for the 
past year. Chef Shiloh and her husband 
Abel have been deployed to San 
Diego, CA. where they will spend the 
next several years enjoying all fun and 
amenities that San Diego has to offer. 
Thank you, Shiloh, for keeping our 
galley together and for your steady 
hand and tireless dedication to the 
members of WYC. Both members and 
staff wish you all the best in your next 
adventure. 

Power 
Perspective
Rear Commodore for Power Gary Evoniuk

As we step into 
the new year I 
will be stepping 
into a new role 
as your Rear 
Commodore 
for Power.  For 
2025 I have 
three priorities 
for this role: (1) 

to organize at least one adult fishing 
tournament; (2) to bring back the 
Keiki fishing tournament; and (3) to 

provide continuity and perspective 
to the Board of Directors as we chart 
our way through the new year. Most 
people know me as a long-time sailor 
but may be surprised that I’ve also 
been hanging around power boats 
and fishing for many years, going 
back to days spent fishing the sound 
waters of North Carolina, especially in 
and around Beaufort. I look forward 
to leaning on the experience of the 
many avid fishermen (and women) who 
are members of our club in putting 
together one or more successful 
and fun fishing events. On a related 
note, I participated in our Keiki 
fishing tournament for several years 
before it became a victim of COVID 
in 2020. This is a great community 
outreach event that I look forward to 
resurrecting in 2025. There’s nothing 
like watching a youngster hook their 
first catch.  Finally I look forward to 
working with the new board to help 
chart a strategic direction for the club 
that will ensure WYC remains the 
premier yacht club of the islands for 
many years to come. 

6 Waikiki Yacht Club

Manager’s Message
By General Manager Debbe Evans

Aloha and mahalo for an in-
credibly warm welcome dur-
ing my first month as your new
general manager. For the first
month I’ve been in a mode of
observance and analysis of
the facility, with its operational
ebb and flow. And I’ve been
listening to committee partici-
pants and club members, who
express their experiences in
the past and their hopes for
the future. The one heartwarming con-
stant is that people care very deeply
about the club and its path. The com-
ments have been well received.

In concert with a team of expanding, tal-
ented employees, my goal will be to
broaden member services, while ad-
dressing aging infrastructure and food
and beverage fiduciary challenges. To-
gether we’ll be charting a path to resolve
shortfalls in a way that adds value to the
member experience, with the guidance
and wisdom from the WYC Board of Di-
rectors.

My experience in hospitality leadership,
business development, and operations
management will help the club achieve
its short- and longer-term goals. To-
gether we will continue to  foster a foun-

dational natural resource
stewardship, club mission,
and hookipa for our immedi-
ate ohana and our greater
community. I look forward to
working with sailing, power,
paddling, and keiki youth
programs to help them ac-
complish their goals.  

I’m grateful for this opportu-
nity to be of service to the

members. In the next few weeks, we’ll be
reaching out to all of you to gain greater
insight on the direction that you would
like to experience in food and beverage,
activities, and many other areas of the
club that support the members. We
would love to learn more about your
thoughts, accolades, and frustrations.
Please return upcoming surveys, drop off
your comments in our new comment
box, or contact me via email at:
gm@waikikiyachtclub.com. Your com-
ments can be confidential, if you’d prefer
anonymity.

As we approach Opening Day and the
Blessing of the Fleet, I appreciate all of
your insight and look forward to our fu-
ture together. WYC is a wonderful organ-
ization, and I’m delighted to be a part of
your onshore crew.

Debbe Evans 

Service Animals 
Continued from page 4

rules are online at: www.ada.gov/ser-
vice_animals_2010.htm

ADA Service Animals – Overview
• Beginning on March 15, 2011, only
dogs are recognized as service animals
under titles II and III of the ADA.
• A service animal is a dog that is individ-
ually trained to do work or perform tasks
for a person with a disability.
• Generally, Title II (state and local gov-
ernment services) and Title III (public ac-
commodations and commercial facilities)
entities must permit service animals to
accompany people with disabilities in all
areas where members of the public are
allowed to go.  

How Service Animal Is Defined
Service animals are defined as dogs that
are individually trained to do work or
perform tasks for people with disabilities.

… Service animals are working animals,
not pets. The work or task a dog has
been trained to provide must be directly
related to the person’s disability. Dogs
whose sole function is to provide comfort
or emotional support do not qualify as
service animals under the ADA.  
Service Animals Must Be Under Control
Under the ADA, service animals must be
harnessed, leashed, or tethered, unless
these devices interfere with the service
animal’s work or the individual’s disability
prevents using these devices. In that
case, the individual must maintain con-
trol of the animal through voice, signal,
or other effective controls.
Inquiries, Exclusions, Charges, and Other
Specific Rules Related to Service Ani-
mals
When it is not obvious what service an
animal provides, only limited inquiries
are allowed. Staff may ask two questions:
(1) is the dog a service animal required
because of a disability, and (2) what work
or task has the dog been trained to per-
form.
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Burgee Banter
Jeanne Martin-Hopkins

The Chagos Islands, or Chagos 
Archipelago, is a string of tropical islands 
in the Indian Ocean, about 1,000 miles 
south of the southern tip of the Indian 
subcontinent. Up until recently the UK 
has had sovereignty over this chain 
of islands, including Diego Garcia, the 
largest of the 55 islands in the chain.  
In October, the UK relinquished its 
sovereignty over Chagos Islands. Under 
the terms of the agreement, Mauritius 
will assume sovereignty over the remote 
archipelago, but the US and Britain 
will continue to operate a strategically 
important military base on the island of 
Diego Garcia.

Besides being an important military base, 
Diego Garcia also is home to the Diego 
Garcia Yacht Club (DGYC). DGYC was 

established in May 1979, and is affiliated 
with the Royal Yachting Association 
and the United States Naval Sailing 
Association.

What does all this have to do with 
burgees? To remind everyone of how 
many wonderful burgees we have at our 
Club – our DGYC burgee can be found at 
position 75.5 – look for it!

Do you have a burgee story to share?  
Please email Jeanne at jeannem1212@
hotmail.com.

You are cordially invited to attend the annual  
WYC Change of Watch ceremony 

 
AGENDA 

 
 
 
 
 

As a traditional Blue Blazer event for the incoming  
& outgoing Board, all Staff Commodores, former Flag  
Ofcers & members who have previously volunteered  

their services are also encouraged to wear their blazers.

3:00 - 3:30 pm    No-Host Reception 
3:30 - 4:15 pm     Change of Watch & Volunteer Recognition 
4:15 - 5:00 pm     Membersʻ Social / Hors d’oeuvres 
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*  The in format ion presented here in is  prov ided as is ,  wi thout  warranty expressed or 
impl ied of  any k ind.  In format ion here in deemed re l iab le but  not  guaranteed.

Jack.tyrrell@jtchawaii.com  www.jtchawaii.com

C : 808-306-6933   O : 808-532-3330

John “Jack” Tyrrell 
President, Realtor, CRS
RB-19880

A  R e a l  E s t a t e  B r o k e r a g e  C o r p o r a t i o n

W a r d  V i l l a g e
WAIEA
1118 Ala Moana Boulevard St reet , 

Honolu lu,  H I  96814

W a r d  V i l l a g e
KO`ULA

1000 Auahi  St  Honolu lu,  H I  96814 

  1 BD, 1 BA 
    Net Living - 509 sf. Lanai - 58 sf.
  1 Parking Stall, Views - City, Sunset 
    & Coastline

#1503 $870,000

  1 BD, 2 BA
    Net Living - 1,139 sf. Lanai - 69 sf.
  1 Parking Stall, Views - Ocean, Marina,  
    Coastline, City & Sunset

#1203 $2,050,000

Anchored in Tradition, Sailing into the 
Future: WYC’s 80-year Legacy 
William Anonsen

As we sail into 
2025, it’s the 
perfect time to 
reflect on the 
extraordinary 
legacy of the 
Waikiki Yacht 
Club, which 
celebrated its 
80th anniversary 

this past year. From its founding in 
1944 to its role today as a cornerstone 
of Hawaii’s maritime community, 
the WYC has weathered the tides of 
time, growing and evolving into an 
organization that embodies tradition, 
innovation, and the Aloha spirit.

The anniversary is a milestone to 
honor the people and events that have 
shaped our voyage. Over the past 
eight decades, the WYC has become 
synonymous with yachting excellence, 
hosting world-class regattas, and 
fostering a love for the ocean that 
resonates far beyond our island 
shores. Signature events such as the 
Transpacific Yacht Race, which attracts 
sailors from around the globe, have not 
only brought international recognition 
to the Club, but have also strengthened 
Hawaii’s reputation as a premier sailing 
destination.

While these high-profile events have 
solidified our place in the world 
of competitive yachting, our most 
meaningful accomplishments often 
happen closer to home. The WYC has 
long been committed to nurturing the 
next generation of sailors through our 
Youth Sailing Program. This program 
has provided young people with the 
skills, confidence, and passion to 
excel on the water for decades. Many 
participants have gone on to achieve 
success in national and international 
competitions, but perhaps the most 
significant achievement is the sense of 
adventure and connection to the ocean 
that we instill in every young sailor who 
sets foot in one of our boats.

Equally significant is the sense of 
community that defines the WYC. 
Our Club is more than a venue for 
races and regattas; it’s a place where 
lifelong friendships are forged, families 
come together, and members of all 
backgrounds find a shared love of the 
sea. From festive holiday gatherings 
to informal evenings on the lanai, the 
WYC is a place where people connect, 
laugh, and celebrate the joy of life on 
the water.

In addition to fostering relationships, 
the Club has consistently been a leader 
in innovation and progress. Over 
the years, we have modernized our 
facilities, embraced new technologies, 
and continually sought ways to better 
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Anchored in Tradition, Sailing into the 
Future: WYC’s 80-year Legacy 
William Anonsen

serve our members. At the same 
time, we have remained committed to 
preserving the traditions and values that 
have defined our identity for 80 years.

Looking ahead, the WYC is poised for 
an exciting future. We must continue 
enhancing member services, expanding 
our environmental sustainability 
initiatives, and hosting even more 
prestigious sailing events. With the 
same passion and vision that has 
guided us since 1944, we are ready to 
embark on the next chapter of our story.

To everyone who has been part of 
this remarkable voyage, we extend 
our heartfelt thanks. Your support, 
dedication, and enthusiasm have made 
the Waikiki Yacht Club what it is today. 
Together, we’ll continue to build on this 
legacy and create new memories for 
generations to come.

Here’s to 80 years of excellence, 
friendship, and adventure and to the 
many years ahead. Let’s continue to sail 
forward together. Imua
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Youth Sailing
Coach Guy Fleming

We celebrated 
Youth Sailors 
and the end of 
our season with 
our own WYC 
Awards and ice 
cream social on 
November 30. 
Many thanks to 
Commodore 

Ian Scott for helping to present the 
trophies. We were also able to recognize 
our parents whom play a vital role as 
supporters and transporters; The WYC 
Board for their ongoing support of the 
program; the WYC Education Foundation 
for their endless fundraising efforts to 
provide the boats and equipment for our 
sailors; our Coaches, for sharing their 
passion for the sport; and finally, all the 
sailors for their enthusiasm as they follow 
the currents developing a lifelong love of 
learning.

Our award winners were as follows:

Duke Kahanamoku Bowl
Laser—Michael Hochart
El Toro— Spencer Fleming

Intense concetration at the mark rounding drill
Lily Nomura and Seaena Charlton preparing 

for next season

Waikiki Yacht Club 420 
Championships
2023 Charlie Parsons/Josh Sadler
2024 Alex Picken/Kyoko Suzuki

WYC Laser Season’s Points
John Higham Trophy—
A: Guy Fleming
B: Liam Chattergy

Laser B
3rd Lily Nomura
2nd Kazu Fowler
1st Liam Chattergy

Laser A 
3rd Mathew Widlansky
2nd Charlie Field
1st Guy Fleming

El Toro Season’s Points
Beatrice Patton Perpetual—
Spencer Fleming
El Toro C2
3rd Seaena Charlton
2nd Avalon Tosaki
1st Lily Nomura

El Toro C
1st Gabriella Delgado

El Toro B
3rd Alex Picken
2nd Liam Chattergy
1st Kazu Fowler

El Toro A
1st Spencer Fleming

Junior Championships Silver Fleet 
Skippers
3rd Noah Durant
2nd Haruko Nagai
1st Hal Inaba

Silver Fleet Crews
3rd Roman Tadaki
2nd Thomas
1st Elliott Mantis-Young

Gold Fleet
3rd Gabriella Delgado
2nd Lily Nomura
1st Liam Chattergy 

Winner of Commodore Don Meyers 
Memorial Trophy Club Champion—
Single Handed
Liam Chattergy

Sportsmanship winners for the Graciela 
Dixon Trophy
Lily Nomura and Henry Rhee

Most Improved Award Winners for the 
Commodore Phil Frey Memorial Trophy
Gabriella Delgado and Liam Chattergy

JR. Yachtsman Awardee for the 
Commodore Walter Light Trophy 
Charlie Parsons

Youth sailing awards

The WYC Laser Team pushing themselves to 
the next level

Next Generation Laser Women
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Leveling up Leveling up ... ... 
  HAPPYHAPPY  
    NEW YEAR!NEW YEAR!

STORE HOURS:
M-F 8:00-5:00 • SAT 8:00-4:00 • SUN CLOSED
(808) 537-2905 • POP-HAWAII.COM  WE GOT IT

Store Hours:
Tues-Saturday: 10 am - 5 pm

Sunday: 10 am - 3 pm

Volunteers to help several hours a week,
previous retail/merchandising experience

helpful but not necessary!

Contact Chris at:
treasurer@waikikiyachtclub.com  

Be prepared 
as the weather 
turns with 
some rainy 
days ahead! 

The Boatique has some solutions for 
you.

New in stock from MV Sport a half-
zip windbreaker in Navy and for the 
rainy days a Burnt Orange full zip rain 
jacket.

For days you just want to keep the 
chill off, a great oversized top to 
keep you warm, Spirit Jerseys has 
a special WYC design for you.

An Aloha Shirt by Kahala is 
always in style, a special design, 
Kihapai Pareo is honoring the 
Duke Kahanamoku Foundation, 
featured in Navy.

Always in stock our WYC burgee tee’s in cotton and dri-fit.

Boatique January 2025!
Chris Clothier
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The Windward 
Beat News
1599 Ala Moana Blvd., 

Honolulu, HI 96814
Phone: (808) 955-4405 Fax: (808) 941-5026

URL: www.waikikiyachtclub.com
Email: wyc@waikikiyachtclub.com

OUR HOURS OF OPERATION
Business Office

Tues. – Thurs. & Sat. 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Fri. 9 a.m. – 7 p.m., Sun. & Holidays 9 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Closed on Christmas and New Year’s Day
Boatique

Tues. – Thurs. 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Fri. 10 a.m. – 7 p.m., Sun. 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

2024 BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Commodore		    Mike Buelsing  

commodore@waikikiyachtclub.com
Vice Commodore		  Peter Rudlowski  

vicecommodore@waikikiyachtclub.com
R/C for Sail	 James Ramsey  

rc-sail@waikikiyachtclub.com
R/C for Power	 Gary Evoniuk   

rc-power@waikikiyachtclub.com
Secretary	  Cindy Ordonez 

secretary@waikikiyachtclub.com
Treasurer		  Brian Goldstein  

treasurer@waikikiyachtclub.com
Directors	 Mike Kelly, Donald “Sof” Hanson, 

David Yamane
Immediate Past Commodore                Ian Scott  

IPC@waikikiyachtclub.com
    2024 STANDING COMMITTEE CHAIRS
Activities		  Bobby Frazier 

activities@waikikiyachtclub.com
Communications	 SC Ron Gridley  

communications@waikikiyachtclub.com 
Finance      	 Don Engle

finance@waikikiyachtclub.com 
House & Grounds	  TBA

house-grounds@waikikiyachtclub.com 
Long-Range Planning      Ian Scott, Ron Gridley

ianbscott@aol.com
rgridley@waikikiyachtclub.com 

Membership                    Joyce Whiteley
membership@waikikiyachtclub.com  

Port Captain   		       Adam Lipka
portcaptain@waikikiyachtclub.com 

Nominating		  TBA
nominating@waikikiyachtclub.com 

Operating		  Peter Rudlowski  
vicecommodore@waikikiyachtclub.com

Paddling	 Christine Denton, Leila Goldstein  
paddling@waikikiyachtclub.com 

Regatta/Cal 20's        Vanessa Cass, Gary Evoniuk 
race@waikikiyachtclub.com

General Manager                    Dennis Conneally
GM@waikikiyachtclub.com

WINDWARD BEAT
WWB Editor	 SC Ron Gridley

windwardbeat@waikikiyachtclub.com

One of the most rewarding parts of 
working on the trophy committee is 
capturing our Club history that might 
otherwise be lost. On February 14, 
2023, Dan McFaull, now a resident of 
Jacksonville Fl, stopped by the Club and 
dropped off a beautiful silver trophy. 
He wrote: “I wanted to get this trophy 
to WYC to honor the memory of my 
father Dave McFaull and Mike Rothwell's 
father S/C Frank Rothwell. I don't know 
if any descendants of the other winners 
of this cup are still members. My best 
guess is that it ended up with my parents 
because my father was the last recipient. 
Bill Arnemann might be one of the crew 
members. My only recall is the 210 fleet 
because I did not come along until 1956. 
My first memories of sailing were on 
Spree in the early 60s. I enjoyed sailing 
even more because it got me out of 
Sunday School. I was wondering how this 
Trophy got its name, so I reached out to 
Cappy Sheeley, and Bill Arnemann. Much 
Aloha, Dan.” 

Cappy Sheeley had written the following: 
”As you know “Manuiwa” was a 60’ 
schooner owned by Harold Dillingham 
who had sponsored a lot of races by 
donating trophies. This trophy represents 
3 different classes, “S class”, Pacific Coast 
class and 210’s.  S/C Frank Rothwell and 
Bill Arnemann won it in an S class boat. 
Dr. Paul Withington and Cappy won it 
in a Pacific Coast class boat and the rest 
are 210’s. I vaguely remember there was 
a trophy at the end of the season that 
went to whoever had the best record in 

The Manuiwa Cup
S/C Michael Roth

all of the fleets including Stars, Mercury’s 
and 110’s, this may be the trophy. I also 
remember my dad talking about a trophy 
like this in the 50’s and he thought it was 
unfair because, like it reads, most of the 
competition was in the 210 fleet”.  

From Bill Arnemann: “I raced with 
Malcolm McFaull on 210s (Spree) for 
years as well as with Bayard Dillingham 
(Uhane Wai) until moving to Malcolm’s 
larger boats. The 210s were the hot class 
boat racing fleet for a generation and 
produced a number of Commodores. 
My recollection is that the Manuiwa 
trophy was presented to the winning 210 
skippers after the S boats and PCs no 
longer sailed competitively until that fleet 
also went dormant. Hope this helps, Bill”.

It appears that for now we will document 
what we can and be thankful it is back 
at the Waikiki Yacht Club. Now it is 
back, and we have the opportunity to re 
dedicate it to a new class or event. Stay 
tuned for what is next for the Manuiwa 
Cup. 

Thank you to our members who shared 
their memories of this important part of 
our history. 

If you have any knowledge of this trophy 
or others, please contact me so we can 
add to the documentation and get it up 
on our web page so it is available for 
our current and future members. Please 
contact me if you have any information to 
add at rothcomm@gmail.com
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All in the Family
While the members of
the paddling team are
an ohana, this month I
would like to highlight
all the families paddling
together. I feel like I
have gained a very
large extended family
since joining the club.
That is one of the things that stands out
at Waikiki Yacht Club—how supportive
everyone is of each other, cheering
everyone on, whether it’s during a race
where JoJo can be found yelling until
she loses her voice, at practice when
someone accomplishes something that
had been challenging them, or just
everyday events in life.

We tend to joke at practice about all the
couples and family paddlers, but there is
something about an activity that you can
participate in with your significant other
or child that strengthens the bond. 

April and her daughter Taylor, who could
be mistaken for sisters, are an amazing
mother-daughter team. Ron got his

daughter Lauren in-
volved in paddling
two years ago. She
rocked it as a
Novice B, and Ron’s
wife Michelle
rounds out the fam-
ily as the team’s
mom and manager.
Lauren had to take

last season off to give birth to her beauti-
ful daughter; hopefully we have another
paddler in the making. Heather also en-
joys paddling with her daughter Dakota,
when Dakota is not off rowing competi-
tively for her college.

As for the couples, we have Berkley and
Jim. Berkley started paddling and then
dragged Jim in, and he became quickly
hooked on the sport. Ruthie and Rick are
long-time sailors who sailed here from
California and fell in love with the island
and lifestyle. A highlight for Derek and
me was to race together in the Co-Ed Na
Pali Challenge in Kauai. Ruth and Sam
are the longest-married paddling couple
in the club. Then we have super-competi-
tive Paul and his recreational-paddler

wife Jeanne to add balance to the club.  

In contrast to all the couples paddling to-
gether, we have those who manage a re-
lationship while competing against their
partners in other clubs. Coach Henry has
to find the balance in cheering on Gina,
despite paddling for Haleiwa, the closest
competition in many of the races. I think
weighing in our yacht club’s favor, be-
sides him being the team coach, is
coaching his granddaughter. In addition
to his granddaughter, Henry seems to
serve as the hanai father to all the youth
paddlers. A new addition to the club last
year, Lyn and her husband Bill are both
long-time paddlers, but he paddles for
another club (in a different league).

As you can see, the many race divisions
in regatta create a wonderful environ-
ment for the families to enjoy across the
generations.

Pre-season races will be starting March
24, with the Stew Kalama race. For many,
pre-season is their favorite of the three
different competitive seasons (pre-sea-
son, regatta, distance). These races tend
to be between 6–10 miles. We would
love to see you join us on the water!

Carrie and Derek Clarke

Canoe Corner
By Paddling Chair Carrie Clarke
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